[Disruption of spatial memory in mice exposed to agroclavine].
The results of the study of the mnemotropic activity of the ergot alkaloid agroclavine are presented. Effects of this substance administered in doses of 1, 10, 25, 50, and 200 micrograms/kg on learning and spatial memory were studied in a Morris water maze. Agroclavine had no effect on learning but sharply impaired the retention. This memory impairment persisted for 48 h after the agroclavine administration. Agroclavine treatment did not affect the ability of mice to learn and retain a new skill. Possible mechanisms of the agroclavine effect on memory are discussed.